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 Matthew 4:1 describes how Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness, where he faced temptation, 
hunger, and despair. After his time in the desert, Matthew 4:17 reads, “From that time Jesus began to proclaim 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” It is clear that Jesus’ 40 days in the desert mark the transition 
between his baptism and the bulk of his ministry. He is shaped by his journey and prayer in the wilderness, grounded 
by God, and fortified for his future. 
 As we enter the month of March, we also enter our own time of transition. Ash Wednesday is on March 2nd, 
which means that we are officially in the season of Lent. For forty days, Christians across the globe will be fasting, 
giving up certain luxuries, simplifying their lives, and adopting new faith practices. On the one hand, these practices 
help us to feel close to Jesus. They remind us of his time in the desert and help us to feel Jesus near to us during the 
deserts of our lives. On the other hand, this time of contemplation and prayer help to recenter our lives and prepare 
ourselves for ministry.  

I hope that Lent will be a fruitful time of transition for us. If we are to give something up, then may we give a 
few minutes each day in prayer. If we are to contemplate, then let us contemplate the one who made us and calls us 
to be the Kingdom of God. May we follow Jesus’ example, wandering through the desert with a purpose. And 
finally, may this time of Lent prepare us to step forward in our own ministries. 

 Last month, our congregation held two Listening Sessions in which members gave their feedback and 
opinions about the church. The council took this feedback into a planning retreat on the last Saturday of the month. 
All these events have helped to give House of Prayer a direction for our ministries in 2022.  

Our council retreat was hosted by Paul and Karen Lanspery last weekend. We prayed together, got to know 
one another better, discussed House of Prayer’s history, reviewed survey documents from our listening sessions, 
reviewed data collected by the previous call committee, reflected on some of the ELCA’s resources, and finally, we 
explored some areas of focus for this 2022 year. The council especially discussed two areas of focus for the coming 
year. 

2022 Areas of Ministry Focus: 
Strengthen our capacity to support vulnerable members 

 
Strengthen our Outreach and Evangelism tools. 

 
The council also discussed Fellowship, Service work in the wider Community, and building a positive atmosphere in 
the congregation as secondary foci, but the two areas above will be our main foci for 2022. 

In order to better support current members, we discussed a few smaller goals: improve our rideshare and 
transportation options for members, increase our phone calls among members, review and bolster our helping hands 
and loving hands programs, increase support visits among members, renew our caring and connected program, work 
with vulnerable members of the congregation in order to better understand the needs, connect with local service 
organizations, host adult forums geared toward senior and end of life planning and estate planning. We are also 
discussing the hiring of an office administrator, which would allow Kitty Wiebe to work with me to better support 
the community. Last month, we reformed a new Mutual Ministry Committee, which will be working closely with the 
council on this project. Stay tuned for more information in the coming months.    

Some of the smaller goals that were discussed in the area of Outreach and Evangelism include: Network with 
local organizations, businesses, nonprofits, and groups in the city of Escondido; improve our website and social 
media; research options for strengthening our online presence; possibly hiring a part-time media person to support 
these efforts; and engage our members with local events and programming.  

In the past, our capital campaigns have had great success in the congregation. Folks immediately step forward 
when they hear about a need on our property. Donations come forward. Members give their time, talents, and 
expertise. What would happen if we, as a congregation, brought our resources, networks, experience, and knowledge 
to the above ministry goals? This was one of the major discussions during our council retreat. Instead of lamenting 
what was missing in the congregation, we celebrated our countless gifts and blessings.  

House of Prayer is filled with so many gifts. Our members are connected to folks all over Escondido, in 
various fields. Our members come from various careers and have expertise of all kinds. These gifts are a blessing 
from God. When they come together, then we may become one body. During this time of Lent, please take some 
time to pray for the future of the church and to contemplate your own involvement. Ask yourself what gifts you bring 
to this community of faith. How might God be calling you to contribute to the Kingdom here? As we wander through 
these 40 days of Lent, how might God be preparing us for this next year of ministries together? 
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Our journey through Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday. I look forward to this 
time of reflection and study. As is tradition at House of Prayer, we will gather each 
Wednesday evening through Lent for the Holden Evening Prayer service, followed by 
soup supper and study. We hope you will join us each week as we gather for this 
prayerful journey.  
 
March 2 - Ash Wednesday service 6:00pm 
March 9, 16, 23, 30 - Holden Evening Prayer service 6:00pm 
                                - soup supper and study 6:30pm 
                                - choir practice 7:30pm 
 
The choir has been on hiatus for the past couple of months to keep us from COVID-
related illnesses. We will be coming back together this month beginning on 
Wednesday, March 23 at 7:30pm. If you’ve been thinking about singing with the 
choir, this is the perfect time to join us, as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter. 
Everyone is welcome; no experience necessary. 
 
In His Service, 
Carol 
 
 

        “O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast;  
inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past.” 

 
“Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days, 
that when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven’s praise.” 

 
~ O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days, ELW #319 

 
 
 
 

March 13th 
Daylight Savings Time begins! 
Don’t forget to set your clock 

ahead 1 hour. 
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1. Do you go to the grocery store? 
2. Do you buy gas for your car? 
3. Do you shop at department stores...drug stores...etc? 
4. Do you go out to eat?  Restaurant's….fast food? 
5. Do you go to the movies? 
There is so much more you can purchase through the SCRIP program. You can buy gift cards in different 
monetary amounts and use them anytime!!  
Hey...buy Amazon Cards and then use them on Amazon Smile!!  Everyone benefits!! 
 
A lot of people purchase SCRIP at Christmas time, but SCRIP is good ALL YEAR long. 
  
There are forms in front of Carol’s office, in the main office and in the Narthex. Return the form with cash or 
a check made out to House of Prayer Youtherans to the church office. If you’ve never tried it before, now 
is the time. You will be amazed how simple it is. Buy them as gifts or use them for yourself.  
 
SCRIP will be order on March 14. The office will contact you when it comes in. 
 
A percentage of what you order goes to our Family Ministry. 
If you have any questions, call Kitty in the church office.  

I don’t remember taking part in Lenten services as a kid. As an adult, I started asking about Ash 
Wednesday and Lent. I still have questions and I don’t know all the answers. But I like to think I 
am a lifelong learner and will always be looking to learn more. For weeks now, Pastor Christina 
and I have been discussing Lent and what the season means. We have been looking at topics and 
activities to use during our soup suppers. Hopefully everyone will leave our time together feeling 
fed both physically and spiritually. I hope any questions you have will be answered. If not, asks 
questions. If I don’t know maybe, we can learn the answers together. I look forward to seeing you 
on Wednesday Evenings at 6:00 PM. 
March is Women’s History month. The 2022 Theme is Providing Healing, Promoting Hope. This 
to honor all our caregivers and frontline worker. Also, to recognize women of all backgrounds that 
have provide healing and hope throughout history. (https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org › 
2022-theme).       
For Lent, I thought I would read some books on the women in the bible. If you have some 
suggestions let me know.  
Souper Bowl! I want to end with thanking everyone for their response in our Souper Bowl Food 
drive. Interfaith received $ 156 cash, 100 food items and 28 lbs. of rice, beans, and oranges. Thank 
you for your donations. 
 
God peace, 
Kitty Wiebe 
 

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/Youth/2022/(https:/nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org ›%202022-theme).%20%20%20%20%20%20%0d
file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/Youth/2022/(https:/nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org ›%202022-theme).%20%20%20%20%20%20%0d
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PLEASE PRAY FOR...  
Members of House of Prayer:  
Tom Kristensen, Inge Frese, Rosalind Mattern,  
Matt Madsen, Pat Portis, Don Portis, Mike Erno,  
Charlotte Beutlich,  Rick Baker, Lynn Carlson,  
June Stillwell, Dorothy Keck, Janet Dopp 
 
 
 
Relatives and Friends of HOP:  
Michelle Mensen, Lena Pauley, Bethany Barratt,  
Aiden Beutlich, Gary Johnson, Greg Pauley, April Stark,  
Doyall Sams, Jennifer Harcos, Bruce Buddenhagen,  
Rob Steiner, Bob Varga 
 
For protection and safety in the military:   
Vince Erno, Justin Wilson 
 

 Happy March Birthdays 
   3/4 
3/4 
3/5 
3/7 
3/8 
3/9 
3/12 
3/14 
3/15 
3/19 
3/19 
3/24 
3/25 
3/25 

Jeff Gross 
Ray Wiebe  
Natalia Marquez  
Nancy Gentile 
June Stillwell 
Marilyn Carlson 
Damian Escalera 
Caiden Berg 
Ashley Chico 
Bill Carpenter 
Juana Flores  
Cheri Kendall 
Genesis Alvarado 
Guadalupe Alvarado 

There is a person in the office      
Monday-Thursday from 8:30 -1:30.  

If you have an emergency and you are in 
need of pastoral care outside of those 
hours, please leave a message with your 
name and number. Phones are monitored 
during off hours and your call will be 
returned in a timely manner.  

Thank you 

 

 If you would like yourself, friend or relative on 
the prayer list, there is a form that needs to be  

filled out.  (See next page). 
You can mail or email the request back to the 

office, or call the office. 
 

This is separate from the Prayer Chain email 
Group.  If you have a prayer request for the email 

prayer chain, please email Kitty Wiebe  
(hopyouthesc@gmail.com) or call  

the church office. 
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Amazon Smile 
 

Do you have an Amazon account? 
If you do, please login to Amazon Smile and add  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church Escondido 
as your charitable organization.  

By doing this, every time you order from Amazon, 
House of Prayer will receive a donation. 

Click on the link below to begin. 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-3360279  

3/10 
3/13 
3/22 
3/24 
 
 

 

55 years 
46 years 
13 years 
60 years 

Lynn & Marilyn Carlson 
Mike & Cheri Kendall 
Adam & Tabitha Wiebe 
Darrell & JoEllen Maus 

Congratulations!!!    

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=19G4VKWWPC3D2&M=urn:rtn:msg:201805302117076b11cef2ec0142bd9d483d3fc9a0p0na&R=2JZYD8Y87YG8B&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F95-3360279%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=WKFQOUNOP2M4LM1SBIE1PWHYFCWA&re


                            Prayer Request Form                      Date: ____________ 

 
I would like to add            _______ 
to the prayer list.  
HOP Member:_______ 
Friend/Relative:______ 
Protection in Military:_______ 
 
Prayers requested for:             
             ____________ 
 
Please add to the list for #   weeks (If prayers are still needed after this time frame, 
please submit another form) 
 
Your name:              ____ 
Your phone number:            ________ 
 

Thank you! 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 

 
                              

                             Prayer Request Form                      Date: ____________ 

 
I would like to add             ___ 
to the prayer list.  
HOP Member:_______ 
Friend/Relative:______ 
Protection in Military:_______ 
 
Prayers requested for:             
               ____ 
 
Please add to the list for #   weeks (If prayers are still needed after this time frame, 
please submit another form) 
Your name:              ____ 
Your phone number:            ________ 
 

Thank you! 
House of Prayer Lutheran Church 
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House of Prayer’s Wednesday Bible Study 
10:00am meets in-person  

in the Social Hall with on-line zoom 
(see page  for zoom info)  

 
We are studying the weekly Gospel.  

The readings are emailed on Mondays.  
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Financial Stewardship  
 

General  Fund:     January 2022         YTD___ 
Budgeted Revenue      $16,180          $16,180 
Actual Revenue      $14,500          $14,500 

 

Upcoming Dates  
     Articles For Tidings  

April  Newsletter  
Due: March 24 

Lent Schedule  

 
Ash Wednesday  March 2  

 6:00pm Worship Service 
 
Lenten Wednesdays starts March 9 
 
 6:00pm Lenten Worship 
 6:30pm Soup Supper with Lutheran Lessons 
 7:30pm Choir starts again on March 23 
 
 
 

  

 

 April 10  Palm Sunday                           10:00am 

 April 14  Maundy Thursday                   6:00pm 

 April 15 Good Friday                            6:00pm 

 April 17  Easter Worship Service          10:00am 

Easter Sunday Hydrangeas  
 

will be on sale March 27 and April 3. 
Cost to be determined  

see Shelli Ellison 



STEWARDSHIP OF SERVICE FOR  MARCH  
10:00 AM Sunday Service and 6:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service  

 
 
3/2       Ash Wednesday Ushers: Mike Erno and Harlan Gruenstern 
 Reader: Mike Erno 
 Communion Assistant: Sandy Erno 
 
3/6  Ushers: Harlan Gruenstern, Darrell Maus, JoEllen Maus   
             Reader: Doug Buddenhagen 
  Communion Assistant: Joan Buddenhagen 
 
 
3/13  Ushers: Jan Estes, Dan Engelbrecht, Patti Engelbrecht 
  Reader: Mike Erno 
  Communion Assistant: Doris Badger 
 
 
3/20  Ushers: Scott Holtz, Laurie Holtz, Mike Erno 
  Reader: Shelli Ellison 
  Communion Assistant: Shelli Ellison 
 
 
3/27      Ushers: Patrick Graham, David Rice, Phillip Rice 
  Readers: Laurie Holtz 
  Communion Assistant: Laurie Holtz 
 
            
Altar Guild: Natalia and Irene Marquez 

If for any reason you are unable to keep your commitment,   

please contact your scheduler. 
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Flower Donations for March 

 
 
 3/6      Marquez Family 
 In Celebration of Natalia’s Birthday 
 
 3/13    Lynn and Marilyn Carlson 
           In Celebration of 55th Anniversary 
           
 3/20    Darrell and JoEllen Maus 
           In Celebration of 60th Anniversary  
 
 3/27    Dan Engelbrecht 
 In Memory of Del and Georgia Engelbrecht 
 
 
 
  

 



 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Greetings at 9:45am    Study at 10am 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81848590237?pwd=WTNtdlNGR1hWQi85TmJvUC9oNFVpQT09 
 

or by phone    Dial +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)  
Meeting ID: 818 4859 0237 

Passcode: 479904  
 

 

 
Time: 11:00 Third Sunday of month 

March 20th 
In-person with Zoom participants 

   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86105853120?pwd=NFVXWXBQQlZHUXpuaFBsUkhZcTNtZz09 
 

Or by phone   Dial  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)     
Meeting ID: 861 0585 3120 

Passcode: 766380 
 

 

Council Meeting  

 
If you have a celebration to share with your HOP family,  
please call or email the church office and it will be in the  

Heavenly Happens and/or Tidings. 
Phone # 760-745-3738 

houseofprayeradmn@gmail.com 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81848590237?pwd=WTNtdlNGR1hWQi85TmJvUC9oNFVpQT09


March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
9:30am Quilters 
 
3:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
 

2 
 
10:00am Bible 
Study w/Zoom 
 
6:00pm  Ash 
Wednesday Service 

3 4 5 

6 

 
10:00am 
Worship 
Service  
 

7 
 

 
 

8 
 
9:30am Quilters 
 
3:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

9 
 

10:00am Bible 
Study w/Zoom 
 
6:00pm Lenten 
Service 
6:30pm Soup 
Supper 

10 11 
 
 
 

12 
 
9:30am Scroll 
Saw 
 
 
Don’t forget to 
set your clocks 
forward! 

13 
 

10:00am 
Worship 
Service  
  
 

14  
 
8:00am Scrip 
Orders Due 
 
 

15 
 
9:30am Quilters 
 
3:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
 
 
 

16 

 
10:00am Bible 
Study w/Zoom 
6:00pm Lenten 
Service 
6:30pm Soup 
Supper 

17  
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 

  
 

20 
 
10:00am 
Worship 
Service  
 
 
  
 

21  
 
 

22 

 
9:30am Quilters 
 
3:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
 

 
 

23 

10:00am Bible 
Study w/Zoom 
6:00pm Lenten 
Service 
6:30pm Soup 
Supper 
7:30pm Choir  
 

24 
 
 

25 

 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 
10:00am 
Worship 
Service 
 
Selling 
Hydrangeas 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
9:30am Quilters 
 
3:30pm Staff 
Meeting 
 
 

30 
10:00am Bible 
Study w/Zoom 
6:00pm Lenten 
Service 
6:30pm Soup 
Supper 
7:30pm Choir  

31  
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 In-person services start at 10:00am, On-line service available on Sunday afternoon on the website: 
www.houseofprayerlutheranchurch.org 

 Council Meeting will be in-person with those wishing to attend on Zoom. 
 Wednesday Bible Study is in-person with Zoom available  
 Zoom information can be found on page 9 
 See page 8 for Lenten and Holy Week Schedule 
.  
 


